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Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos) contracted Burns & McDonnell Engineering Company, Inc. (Burns 
& McDonnell) to perform a records review and archaeological pedestrian survey for the Bryson Offsite 
Project (Project), a natural gas pipeline installation in the city of Leander, Williamson County, Texas 
(Appendix A: Figure A1). The following report provides information regarding the proposed Project and 
includes the results of the cultural resources background review and the methods and results of the 
archaeological survey. The report is presented in the short report format developed by the Council of 
Texas Archaeologists (CTA) for small projects with no findings (CTA 2015). 
Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos) is proposing to install approximately 4 miles (6.4 kilometers [km]) of 
8-inch poly main line for carrying natural gas to a new subdivision in northern Leander, Texas (Project; 
Appendix A: Figures A2 and A3). The right-of- way (ROW) for the Project ranges from 20 - 50 feet wide 
(6 - 15 m), and construction activities will include both open-cut and boring methods with anticipated 
impacts reaching a maximum depth of 5 - 8 feet (1.5 – 2.5 m) below surface. 
No Federal funding, licensing, or permitting is required for the Project, and as a result, Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA) does not apply. However, portions of the Project are 
located within publicly owned ROW paralleling paved County Road 269 (Hero Way), County Road 270, 
and San Gabriel Parkway. Additionally, a portion of the Project extends north of San Gabriel Parkway 
and will follow a previously cleared, publicly owned, transmission line ROW. Due to ownership of 
portions of the ROW by political subdivisions of the State (the city of Leander and Williamson County), 
the Antiquities Code of Texas applies within these sections of the Project. The publicly owned sections 
total approximately 3 miles (5 km) (Appendix A: Figures A2 and A3). 
Burns & McDonnell submitted a SHPO Consultation Form on March 3, 2015 requesting guidance from 
the THC on which portions of the Project require a cultural resources survey. The THC issued comments 
on March 20, 2015 and recommended that the 0.75-mile (1.20 km) section of the Project currently owned 
by the city of Leander and the 1.09-miles (1.75 km) of proposed ROW located on private lands north of 
San Gabriel Parkway should be surveyed (Project Area; Appendix A: Figures A4 and A5; Appendix C: 
THC Coordination).   
Burns & McDonnell archaeologists performed a background review for the entire Project Area prior to 
initiating fieldwork.  Burns & McDonnell archaeologists conducted the pedestrian survey of the 0.75-mile 
section of the Project located along the transmission line ROW, north of San Gabriel Parkway and 
currently owned by the city of Leander, on May 19, 2015 under TAC Permit 7283 (Appendix B).  The 
 
 
following report provides the results of the background review and cultural resources survey for this 
section of the Project.  Because private lands are not subject to the Antiquities Code of Texas, this report 
does not include the results of the 1.09-miles (1.75 km) of proposed ROW located on private lands north 
of San Gabriel Parkway, and this area is not discussed further in this report.    
No previously recorded archaeological sites or designated historic resources were identified within the 
Project Area during the background review, and no new archaeological sites were recorded during the 
archaeological survey.  Burns & McDonnell recommends no further evaluation of the Project Area.  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos) contracted Burns & McDonnell Engineering Company, Inc. (Burns 
& McDonnell) to perform a records review and archaeological pedestrian survey for the Bryson Offsite 
Project (Project), a natural gas pipeline installation in the city of Leander, Williamson County, Texas 
(Appendix A; Figures A1 and A2). The following report provides information regarding the proposed 
Project and includes the results of the cultural resources background review and the methods and results 
of the archaeological survey. The report is presented in the short report format developed by the Council 
of Texas Archaeologists (CTA) for small projects with no findings (CTA, 2015). 
1.1 Project Description 
Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos) is proposing to install approximately 4 miles (6.4 kilometers [km]) of 
8-inch poly main line for carrying natural gas to a new subdivision in northern Leander, Texas (Project; 
Appendix A: Figure A1). The right-of-way (ROW) for the Project ranges from 20 - 50 feet wide (6 - 15 
m), and construction activities will include both open-cut and boring methods with anticipated impacts 
reaching a maximum depth of 5 - 8 feet (1.5 – 2.5 m) below surface. 
No Federal funding, licensing, or permitting is required for the Project, and as a result, Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (NHPA) does not apply. However, portions of the Project are 
located within publicly owned ROW paralleling paved County Road 269 (Hero Way), County Road 270, 
and San Gabriel Parkway. Additionally, a portion of the Project extends north of San Gabriel Parkway 
and will follow a previously cleared, publicly owned, transmission line ROW. Due to ownership of 
portions of the ROW by political subdivisions of the State (the city of Leander and Williamson County), 
the Antiquities Code of Texas applies within these sections of the Project. The publicly owned sections 
total approximately 3 miles (5 km) (Appendix A: Figures A2 and A3). 
Burns & McDonnell submitted a SHPO Consultation Form on March 3, 2015 requesting guidance from 
the THC on which portions of the Project require a cultural resources survey. The THC issued comments 
on March 20, 2015 and recommended that the 0.75-mile (1.20 km) section of the Project currently owned 
by the city of Leander and the 1.09-miles (1.75 km) of proposed ROW located on private lands north of 
San Gabriel Parkway should be surveyed (Project Area; Appendix A: Figures A4 and A5; Appendix C: 
THC Coordination). The following report provides the results of the background review and cultural 
resources survey for the 0.75-mile (1.20 km) section of the Project currently owned by the city of 
Leander.  Because private lands are not subject to the Antiquities Code of Texas, Burns & McDonnell 
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archaeologists did not survey the 1.09 miles (1.75 km) of proposed ROW located on private lands north 
of San Gabriel Parkway, and a summary of results from this area is not included in this report.    
1.2 Project History and Personnel 
Burns & McDonnell archaeologists performed a background review for the entire Project Area prior to 
initiating fieldwork, and conducted the pedestrian survey for the 0.75-mile section of the Project located 
along the transmission line ROW, north of San Gabriel Parkway and currently owned by the city of 
Leander, on May 19, 2015 under TAC Permit 7283 (Appendix B). John Fulmer served as the Principal 
Investigator and Casey Hanson and Stephanie Martin performed the fieldwork. 
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2.0 RESEARCH DESIGN 
The overall objectives of the background review and the archaeological pedestrian survey were to locate 
and assess any historic-age (50 years of age or older) properties and/or archaeological sites listed or 
eligible for listing as State Antiquities Landmarks (SALs) within or in close proximity to the Project Area 
that could potentially be affected by Project construction.  The following chapter provides information 
regarding the sources consulted during the initial background review, which took place before the start of 
fieldwork, as well as the methods used during the archaeological survey of the city of Leander ROW 
located along the transmission line ROW, north of San Gabriel Parkway. 
2.1 Background Review Methods 
The records review included an examination of the Texas Archaeological Sites Atlas (TASA) to identify 
previously recorded archaeological sites and other previously designated historic-age resources. This 
includes Official State of Texas Historical Markers (OTHMs), such as Recorded Texas Historic 
Landmarks (RTHLs), NRHP-listed sites and districts, SALs, and historic-age cemeteries within a Study 
Area extending 1 mile from the Project Area. The TASA was also used to identify previous cultural 
resources surveys performed within or near the Project. 
Additionally, the Soil Web Survey supplied by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and 
historic maps and aerial photographs provided by Nationwide Environmental Title Research (NETR) 
were consulted. These resources were accessed in order to review available soils data and historic-age 
maps covering the Project Area.  
2.2 Archaeological Pedestrian Survey Methods 
Following a review of geology, soils, topographic maps, and previous investigations, it was determined 
that the Project was located in a setting with very little soil deposition and very good ground visibility 
where previously recorded archaeological sites were primarily surficial.  Burns & McDonnell performed a 
pedestrian survey of the ROW with subsurface testing in areas where ground visibility was lower than 30 
percent or where soil deposition was present. 
Field notes were recorded and the Project Area was photo documented. Shovel test logs were recorded on 
standardized forms and on GPS equipment. A full list of subsurface tests is included as Appendix D.
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3.0 RESULTS OF RECORDS REVIEW 
Based on a review of TASA, no cultural resource surveys have been performed within the immediate 
Project ROW.  However, 14 cultural resource surveys have been completed within 1 mile of the Project 
(Appendix A: Figure A6; Table 1).  
There are 24 previously recorded archaeological sites within 1 mile of the Project, none of the sites are 
located within the immediate Project ROW (Appendix A: Figure A6). The sites are primarily surficial 
lithic scatters associated with procurement areas and workshops, and include assorted debitage and 
occasional stone tools. Several burned rock middens were also recorded in the 1960s along the San 
Gabriel River. In addition to prehistoric sites, four historic-age farmsteads dating to the late-nineteenth 
and early-twentieth century are also recorded within 1 mile of the Project. Table 2 lists the previously 
recorded sites within 1 mile of the Project.  
There is one OTHM in the Project ROW, a subject marker commemorating the Victims of the Webster 
Massacre. The Massacre occurred in 1839 when white settlers in route to Burnet County were attacked by 
a group of Comanche Indians. Many of the victims are buried in the adjacent Davis Cemetery (THC 
2015). One other cemetery, the Fisk-Cashion Cemetery, is located north of the Project Area (Appendix A: 
Figure A6; Table 3). The OTHM and two cemeteries are located outside the Project ROW and will not be 
impacted by construction. 
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Table 3-1: Previous Cultural Resources Surveys within 1 mile of the Project 




1965 unknown unknown USACE No 


















Williamson County THC No 



















Stanley Consultants, Inc 
Austin Tx 
USACE No 
2009 Cox McClain Klotz Associates, Inc. TxDOT No 
2009 




City of Leander No 
2011 SWCA Williamson County THC No 
2014 
HRA Gray and 
Pape 
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Table 3-2: Previously Recorded Archaeological Sites within 1 mile of the Project 
Trinomial Site Type NRHP eligibility 
Intersects Project 
ROW 
41WM28 Burned Rock Midden Undetermined No 
41WM92 Burned Rock Midden Undetermined No 
41WM105 Burned Rock Midden Undetermined No 
41WM107 Burned Rock Midden Undetermined No 
41WM108 Burned Rock Midden Undetermined No 
41WM111 Burned Rock Midden Undetermined No 
41WM473 Burned Rock Midden Undetermined No 
41WM691 Lithic Quarry Undetermined No 





41WM697 Lithic Quarry Undetermined No 
41WM698 Lithic Quarry Ineligible No 
41WM1005 Historic Midden Ineligible No 
41WM1006 Davis Cemetery Eligible No 
41WM1040 
Rock Midden and Lithic 
Scatter 
Ineligible No 
41WM1041 Burned Rock Midden Ineligible No 
41WM1106 




Rock Midden and Lithic 
Scatter 
Undetermined No 
41WM1108 Historic/Prehistoric Undetermined No 
41WM1113 Lithic Quarry Ineligible No 
41WM1114 Historic Farmstead Undetermined No 
41WM1115 Historic Farmstead Ineligible No 
41WM1116 Historic Farmstead Undetermined No 
41WM1246 Lithic Scatter Ineligible No 
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Table 3-3: Non-Archaeological Historic-Age Resources within 1 mile of the Project 
Resource name Quadrangle Designation Marker Type 
Intersects 
Project ROW 
Victims of the Webster 
Massacre 
Leander OTHM Subject no 
Davis Cemetery Leander Cemetery none no 
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4.0 RESULTS OF THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL PEDESTRIAN SURVEY 
The following chapter presents the results of the archaeological survey of the 0.75-mile (1.20 km) portion 
of the Project owned by the city of Leander ROW located along the transmission line ROW, north of San 
Gabriel Parkway. Burns & McDonnell archaeologists identified no historic-age cultural materials, 
features, or artifacts indicative of an archaeological site within the Project ROW.    
In general, the Project ROW was composed of sloping uplands with good to excellent ground visibility 
(50 to 100 percent) that displayed little to no soil deposition.  This was especially true for the southern 
0.42 mile (0.68 km) of the Project ROW, which displayed excellent ground visibility and limestone 
gravels at surface (Photograph 4-1). Archaeologists placed one shovel test (ST-1, Appendix A: Figure A7; 
Appendix D) on the nearly level landform in the southern portion of the Project ROW that revealed no 
soil deposition. Therefore, no additional shovel tests were excavated in the southern portion of the Project 
Row.   
Photograph 4-1: Typical view of the southern portion of the Project ROW, facing south 
 
The northern 0.33 mile (0.52 km) of the Project ROW also displayed good ground visibility, but unlike 
the southern portion, this segment did exhibit some soil deposition. Although ground visibility was most 
often greater than 50 percent, Burns and McDonnell excavated three shovel tests in the northern portion 
of the Project ROW and revealed clay loam deposits ranging from 20 to 50 cm thick over limestone 
bedrock (ST-2 – ST-4, Appendix A: Figure A7; Appendix D). 
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Photograph 4-2: Typical view of the northern portion of the Project ROW, facing south 
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5.0 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
The THC requested a cultural resources survey of a 0.75-mile (1.20 km) section of Atmos’s Bryson 
Offsite Project located on public lands. The survey was completed on May 19
th
, 2015. Due to good to 
excellent ground visibility and limited soil deposition, the Project ROW was subjected to a pedestrian 
survey with limited shovel testing.  No previously recorded archaeological sites or previously designated 
historic structures listed or eligible for listing as State Antiquities Landmarks (SALs) were identified 
within the Project ROW during the background review, and no new archaeological sites or historically 
significant resources were recorded during the survey. Burns & McDonnell has determined that no 
historic properties will be affected by the installation of the natural gas pipeline and recommends no 
further evaluation of the current Project ROW. 
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APPENDIX C - THC COORDINATION 
  
March 3, 2015 
 
Becky Shelton 
Regional Archaeologist/ Project Reviewer  
Texas Historical Commission  
108 W. 16th Street 
Austin, TX 78701  
 
 
Re: Request for SHPO Consultation 
Bryson Offsite Project 
Atmos Energy Corporation  
 
Dear Ms. Shelton: 
 
Enclosed is a Request for SHPO Consultation Form for the Bryson Offsite Project in Williamson 
County, Texas proposed by Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos) (Appendix A: Figures 1 and 2). 
Burns & McDonnell Engineering Inc. (Burns & McDonnell) was contracted by Atmos to 
perform a Cultural Resources Review for the proposed Project and to assist them with fulfilling 
their obligations to consider potential impacts to Cultural Resources under state and Federal 
laws.  
 
The Project is under an accelerated schedule, and if possible, Atmos would greatly appreciate it 
if the Project Review period could be reduced to 15 days, as stipulated in the Antiquities Code of 
Texas for pipeline projects. 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The Project includes the installation of approximately 4 miles (6.4 kilometers [km]) of 8-inch 
poly main line for carrying natural gas to a new subdivision in northern Leander, Texas. The 
ROW for the Project ranges from 20 - 50 feet wide (6 - 15 m). Construction activities will 
include both open-cut and boring methods and disturbance is expected to reach a maximum 
depth of 5 - 8 feet (1.5 – 2.5 m) below surface. 
 
No Federal funding, licensing, or permitting is required for the Project; therefore Section 106 
does not currently apply. However, portions of the Project are located within publicly owned 
ROW paralleling paved County Roads 269 (Hero Way), 270, and San Gabriel Parkway. 
Additionally, a portion of the Project extends north of San Gabriel Parkway and will follow a 
previously cleared publicly owned transmission line ROW. Due to ownership of portions of the 
ROW by political subdivisions of the State (the city of Leander and Williamson County), the 
Antiquities Code of Texas applies within these sections of the Project. The publicly owned 





Bryson Offsite Project 




An initial desktop review was performed by Burns & McDonnell archaeologists and included an 
examination of the Texas Archaeological Sites Atlas (TASA) to identify previously recorded 
archaeological sites and other previously designated historic-age resources. This includes 
Official State of Texas Historical Markers (OTHMs), such as Recorded Texas Historic 
Landmarks (RTHLs), NRHP-listed sites and districts, SALs, and historic-age cemeteries within a 
Study Area extending 1 mile from the Project Area. The TASA was also used to identify 
previous cultural resources surveys performed within or near the Project. 
 
Additionally, the Soil Web Survey supplied by the Natural Resources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) and historic maps and aerial photographs provided by Nationwide Environmental Title 
Research (NETR) were consulted. These resources were accessed in order to review available 
soils data and historic-age maps covering the Project Area.  
 
Previously Recorded Archaeological Sites and Surveys 
 
Based on a review of TASA, no cultural resource surveys have been performed with the 
immediate Project ROW; however, 14 surveys have been completed within 1 mile of the Project, 
including 3 surveys located immediately adjacent to the Project ROW (Appendix A: Figure 3; 
Table 1).  
 
There are 24 previously recorded archaeological sites within 1 mile of the Project, none of the 
sites are located within the immediate Project ROW (Appendix A: Figure 3). The sites are 
primarily surficial lithic scatters associated with procurement areas and workshops, and include 
assorted debitage and occasional stone tools. Several burned rock middens were also recorded in 
the 1960s along the San Gabriel River. In addition to prehistoric sites, four historic-age 
farmsteads dating to the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth century are also recorded within 1 
mile of the Project. A table of the previously recorded sites within 1 mile of the Project is 
presented in Table 2.  
 
There is one OTHM in the Project ROW, a subject marker commemorating the Victims of the 
Webster Massacre. The Massacre occurred in 1839 when white settlers in route to Burnet County 
were attacked by a group of Comanche Indians. Many of the victims are buried in the adjacent 
Davis Cemetery (THC 2015). One other cemetery, the Fistk-Cashion Cemetery, is located north 
of the Project Area (Appendix A: Figure 3; Table 3). The OTHM and two cemeteries are located 
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Table 1: Previous Cultural Resources Surveys within 1 mile of the Project 




1965 unknown unknown USACE No 


















Williamson County THC No 




Capital Metro Transpo 
Authority 
FTA No 













Inc Austin Tx 
USACE No 
2009 Cox McClain Klotz Associates, Inc. TxDOT No 
2009 




city of Leander No 
2011 SWCA Williamson County THC No 
2014 
HRA Gray and 
Pape 
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 Table 2: Previously Recorded Archaeological Sites within 1 mile of the Project 
Trinomial Site type NRHP eligibility 
Intersects Project 
ROW 
41WM28 Burned Rock Midden Undetermined No 
41WM92 Burned Rock Midden Undetermined No 
41WM105 Burned Rock Midden Undetermined No 
41WM107 Burned Rock Midden Undetermined No 
41WM108 Burned Rock Midden Undetermined No 
41WM111 Burned Rock Midden Undetermined No 
41WM473 Burned Rock Midden Undetermined No 
41WM691 Lithic Quarry Undetermined No 





41WM697 Lithic Quarry Undetermined No 
41WM698 Lithic Quarry Ineligible No 
41WM1005 Historic Midden Ineligible No 
41WM1006 Davis Cemetery Eligible No 
41WM1040 
Rock Midden and Lithic 
Scatter 
Ineligible No 
41WM1041 Burned Rock Midden Ineligible No 
41WM1106 




Rock Midden and 
Lithic Scatter 
Undetermined No 
41WM1108 Historic/Prehistoric Undetermined No 
41WM1113 Lithic Quarry Ineligible No 
41WM1114 Historic Farmstead Undetermined No 
41WM1115 Historic Farmstead Ineligible No 
41WM1116 Historic Farmstead Undetermined No 
41WM1246 Lithic Scatter Ineligible No 
 
 
Bryson Offsite Project 
March 3, 2015 
Page 5 
 
Table 3:   Non-Archaeological Historic-Age Resources within 1 mile of the Project 
Resource name Quadrangle Designation Marker type 
Intersects 
Project ROW 
Victims of the Webster 
Massacre 
Leander OTHM Subject no 
Davis Cemetery Leander Cemetery none no 





The proposed Bryson Offsite Project will be constructed using no Federal lands, permitting, 
funding or assistance. Additionally, no waterways or wetlands under Federal jurisdiction will be 
affected; therefore Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) does not 
currently apply. However, portions of the Project cross through publicly owned ROW (City of 
Leander and Williamson County) and these sections of the Project are subject to the Texas 
Antiquities Code (Appendix A: Figures 1 and 2). 
 
No previously recorded archaeological sites, historic structures, OTHMs, NRHP properties, or 
cemeteries are located within the immediate ROW that would be affected by Project 
Construction. Additionally, archaeological sites that have been previously recorded in this area 
of Williamson County appear to be primarily surficial or shallowly buried due to a lack of soil 
deposition and erosional processes, with the exception of sites to the north along the San Gabriel 
River (THC and NRCS). Based on current aerial photographs and topographic maps, the portion 
of the Project located within publicly owned ROW appears to have been subject to disturbance 
through previous clearing and road and utility construction activities; therefore if archaeological 
sites had been present in these areas, they most likely were disturbed through previous 
construction activities.  
 
Given the previous disturbance and lack of previously recorded archaeological resources within 
the public ROW, Burns & McDonnell recommends no archaeological survey be required in these 
areas. Atmos has agreed to perform a due-diligence survey, in accordance with the Council of 
Texas Archaeologists survey standards of Texas, of the private lands in the northern section of 
the Project where new ROW clearing will be performed, and therefore has the potential for 
disturbing archaeological sites.  
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We appreciate your guidance concerning the best way to proceed with moving this Project 
forward. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact us. Thank you for your time and 







Sarah Loftus  
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Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Profile 
n/a 1 No Recovery (NR) NR NR 
0-5 cm – 10YR 3/3 dark brown silty 
clay with limestone cobbles over 
bedrock 
n/a 2 NR NR NR 
0-48 cm – 10YR 3/2 very dark 
grayish brown clay loam with 
limestone gravels over bedrock 
n/a 3 NR NR NR 
0-20 - 10YR 3/2 very dark grayish 
brown clay loam with limestone 
gravels 
20-30 - 10YR 3/4 dark yellowish 
brown clay loam over bedrock 
n/a 4 NR NR NR 
0-20 - 10YR 3/2 very dark grayish 
brown clay loam with limestone 
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